Empowering Girls Through Education
by The Visram Foundation

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO OUR DONORS,
SPONSORS AND WELL-WISHERS!
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It’s that time of the year again. As the end of the year draws near, we think about all that we are grateful for,
especially all our donors and well-wishers, who have through their support, helped our girls attain the education which
will help them change not only their own lives, but those of their families as well. We would also like to thank our
Advisory Board members Shaida Adatia and Annar Visram for their valuable support throughout the year and during
their regular visits to the Foundation. Our Public Relations Officer, Nadia Kheraj, has also been instrumental in helping
us to complete a successful year. We were able to exceed our goals and expand our services to those in need because of the

generosity and commitment of people like her.

This year we welcomed 25 new students from the rural areas of Gujarat.

All students of Standard 12 and Standard 10 passed their exams. Shivani Lalani from Standard 12 topped the class, scoring
87%. Shefali Hirani, a Standard 10 student at St. Arnold’s School, demonstrated academic excellence, scoring 94% in her

board exams. Shefali is now studying at the Aga Khan Academy in Hyderabad.

This year we have secured admission for four of our 11th Standard girls at Vidyankur Junior College, Commerce stream.

We are grateful to Nirmala Convent School for granting 18 of our girls admission to their school this year.

Finally, we would like to extend our deepest thanks to our donors. We are immensely thankful for your generosity, kindness,

and support throughout the years. It is because of you that we continue to thrive.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!

Children learning about hygiene - ;

TUBA Foundation- Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

The Tuba Foundation, an organization based in Pune led a personal hygiene initiative for our students
to raise awareness about the importance of adapting a good self-care regimen. Personal hygiene is
perhaps the most basic step towards keeping diseases at bay. Poor self-care and a lack of cleanliness can
be detrimental to one’s health and the impression they make on others. Children actively
participated in the activity and painted the compound walls of the institute with beautiful drawings to
help make their environment beautiful.

Design for Change (DFC)

“The Days for Girls” team from Canada

Mrunalini Nelge
Administrator

' The Youth and Sports board designed thought provoking posters, made beautiful artifacts, and
prepared interesting skits and street plays to convey messages about a variety of issues pertaining
to positive environmental practices. They visited different areas in the vicinity to create
awareness on different issues such as waste segregation, disposal of garbage and recycling,
maintaining cleanliness, and avoiding food wastage. The students also spoke to the people in the
neighbourhood and tried convincing them to save animals and not to harm them.

The Days for Girls team visited the institute and talked to our adolescent girls about the importance of feminine

hygiene and distributed self-care kits. Days for Girls is committed to supporting girls throughout their entire life-cycles, by

providing them with a DfG kit, to teaching health education, to offering training so
that they can go on to produce DfG kits themselves and continue the movement. v..
Days for Girls is dedicated to creating a more free, dignified, and educated world, §& )
through providing lasting access to feminine hygiene solutions and health education.
We are grateful to the entire DfG team: Kim Trinh, Shahinaz Damji, Alysha Damji,
Shamim Damji, Debbie Chan and Martina Zvalena, for making the trip all the way
to Pune, and present to our girls the benefit of having access to feminine hygiene.
We are extremely grateful for their time and support to the REACH foundation.
Activities

Independence Day

The 71st Independence Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm at the Institute on the morning of August 15, 2017. The

celebration was graced by our regular donors Ms. Noorjahan Hirji and the chief guest, Mr Karim Hirji.
The programme began with a march by the students of the Institute followed by the
hoisting of the National Flag by the respected chief guest Mr Karim Hirji. The National
Anthem was sung by one and all present for the occasion. A tribute was paid to all the
soldiers and reformers who have laid down their lives for our country.

The rest of the morning was filled with a plethora of cultural programs like patriotic
songs, a skit, and a speech that filled everyone’s minds with pride and a strong spirit of

——

patriotism.
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Rakhi Making Competition:

Raksha Bandhan was celebrated on August 7th, 2017. A Rakhi making competition
was organized at the campus for Standard 1 to 9th. Material required for rakhi making
was provided to the children by the Institute. Sweets were distributed to the children to
celebrate the festival. The winners of the competition were:
1st Prize- Manisha Mardhani standard 7

2nd Prize Khushali Ajani standard 4

3rd Prize Saniya Sayyed standard 8

Dandiya Activity
The Visram Foundation always celebrates festivals with great enthusiasm and this
year was no exception. On September 30th, 2017 we
decided to enjoy the Navaratri festival with the children
on the institute ground. Students were asked to dress up in
festive clothes and dance along to dandiya music.
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GIRL OF THE MONTH

Inara is from Ahmedabad in Gujarat and studies at Pune International School in
Standard 10. She is an obedient student and is always focused on herstudies. She is
hardworking, a fast learner and soft spoken.

She has good communication skills and mentors/coaches the other girls at the Institute.

She wants to become a Space Research Scientist when she grows up and make her
parents and the Institute proud. Her hobbies are reading and watching movies in her free

time.
Name: Inara Rajwani-ID # 176 ‘
Date of birth: November 4, 2002
Your generous gift will keep our children’s faith alive.
Dreams will become realities!
Your contribution is tax deductible and a receipt will be provided when your donations
are made either in Canada or the United States (in U.S. dollars)
You can also make a donation online at www.visramfoundation.com
Name: Email:
Address: Phone:
Donation Amount: $
Province/State: Please make your cheque payable to:
M & SFV Memorial Foundation, Canada
Postal/Zip Code: (BN 86721 1187 RR0001)
and/or
Country: M & SFV Memorial Four':ntia?flfon:, USA (EIN 04-3279667)
M & SFV Memorial Foundation
105 King Street East
Kitchener, ON, Canada N2G 2K8
OR
On-line donations at www.visramfoundation.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT



