Empowering Girls Through Education
by The Visram Foundation

HOLIDAY NEWSLETTER

Dear Friends/Donors & Our Sponsors,

On behalf of the Visram Family, it is my privilege to provide you with an
update on our Year End Newsletter.
On behalf of our Trustees, Advisory Board Members, Administrator and
Management, the Visram Foundation has now finalized providing some
financial support which is merit and academic based towards our children that
are going to start University education in Pune.
From an infrastructure perspective, our facility was also renovated with a new
library and a computer lab, both of which are fully furnished. In addition, the
entire property was painted with waterproofing coating.
This year we also acquired a Medical Health Care Plan for all of our children,
management and staff which covers hospitalization and any catastrophic
illnesses.
We would like to thank all our donors and well-wishers who have been
extremely instrumental and gracious in donating time, product and financial
resources to our Institute to accomplish these objectives. We are grateful to
have been blessed with such generous and benevolent well-wishers who have
collectively improved the lives of our children.
In 2016, the Visram Foundation also started supporting the Mission Smile
Foundation based in Kolkata, Parikrma Humanity Foundation in Bangalore
(both in India) and A Room To Heal in New York all of which are children
based charities.
Once again we hope that you find this Newsletter and our 2016
accomplishments informative and thank you all for your consideration. Truly
the work product and our achievements are as much due to your assistance and
generosity, as they are to management.

Amin S. Visram

Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year!
< >

Giving a boost to academic growth

In addition to educating our girls at quality schools, the Institute has also recruited
highly qualified tutors to assist the children in their academic challenges. This year
we appointed a Math & Science teacher, Mr. Syed Akhtar, specifically for two of
our girls who are studying under an advance school board (CBSE). As well as an
Accounting and Economics teacher, Mr. Munir Damani and a Science teacher, Mr.
Shankar Bawane for the grade twelve students, respectively, were also added to the
roster.

Furthermore, the /n-Lingua programme, Enhancing Language Skills, has been
implemented to improve the English speaking abilities for students from lower
kindergarten through grade 6. The resource personnel visit the Institute on weekends
and conduct training sessions. The girls are greatly benefitting from the sessions.

Knowing Ourselves

It's not often that one gets to follow
his or her dreams. It's also very rare
that we discover early in our lives
where our true potential lies. In most
cases, students blindly follow what
others are doing or what their parents
deem right for them. In view of this
scenario, we felt it necessary that the
students be aware of their aptitudes
and abilities.
Consequently, a career counselling session was conducted and
psychometric tests were held to know the students potential and

. various career options were then provided to them. Students were
. also given guidance on the right academic courses to pursue with
their chosen careers in mind.

CAFE YSB

The Youth & Sports board organized an
interactive session of the students with a
special invitee. The guest Ms. Shama Patel
is a well known Counsellor. She is the
author of a book ‘21 Ways of Being
Happy’. The session was very enlightening
and inspiring for all.

Design for Change (DFC)

This social cause initiative undertaken by
the Youth & Sports board saw a very active
participation by all the students. They
designed thought provoking posters, made
beautiful artefacts and prepared interesting
skits & street plays to convey different
social messages. They visited different
underprivileged sections of the society to
create awareness on different issues like
safe water, proper disposal of garbage and
recycling, ban of plastic, maintaining
cleanliness and avoiding food wastage. The
students also spoke to the people about the
harmful effects of drinking, smoking and
chewing tobacco. The students also urged
the grownups to send children to school and
promoted The Adult Literacy Campaign.

Parenting Session

The Youth & Sports Board organised an
interactive session with the parents. Mr.
Samir Charanya addressed the parents and
shared their concerns. He also urged them to
be more involved in the girls’ development
and be more communicative with them.

Achievements
In pursuit of their Dreams

1) Elocution Competition - Ist prize was
won by Shefali Hirani who is a keen
Debater.

2) Football Tournament - Gold medal was
won by Saloni Lalani who represented her
school in the interschool district level

tournament.




APPEARANCE IS NOT IMPORTANT;
WHAT MATTERS IS INNER BEAUTY

This world is full of people who cannot stop themselves from giving instant
comments. What matters to some is ‘Appearance’. We have eyes, but do we see?
We have ears, but are we listening? We have a life but are we living a life? Even
when we see, we look at what other people are busy doing, what they have worn
etc. If we are listening then it is to the negative comments of people made about
others, and even though we are alive, we are living with the thought that we are
inferior to the rest.

Our inner qualities and abilities enhance our personality not the outward
appearance.

Have we ever seen someone who looks just like us, with the same face, same
height, and same weight? No! This is because we are all God’s unique creation.
Or else, this world would have been so boring ‘Isn’t it? There are a few things
which may be common. For example, we are all humans & we all have to live on
the same planet & share the Earth. Then why do we create problems within
ourselves? Why do we have the feeling of ‘I am superior ‘when our creator is the
same and has granted us all very different qualities and abilities?

So, let us learn not to be judgmental or try to imitate anyone, as we are all
unique creations. Let’s be us and not imitate others. It is the quality that matters
\ not the quantity and appearance.

Shefali Hirani
Grade 10
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for Grade 12 girls.

Hajiyani

Student Of The Month

Denisha is from Dhari, Gujarat. She
has been at the Reach Institute for
the last 10 years and studies at the
Don Bosco Junior College. She is in
Grade 12 science stream.

Denisha is a very bright student and
was awarded the best student of the
year for her outstanding
performance in academics. She is
working hard towards her goal of
becoming a doctor.

Denisha feels that the Institute has
nurtured her and helped her grow

into a better human being. She is »

incredibly ambitious and seeks to
help the Reach Institute grow even
bigger and support more children
like her in the future.

Her hobbies are reading books and
playing badminton.

Your generous gift will keep our children’s faith alive.

Dreams will become realities!

Your contribution is tax deductible and a receipt will be provided when your donations
are made either in Canada or the United States (in US dollars)

You can also make a donation online at www.visramfoundation.com

Name:

Address:

Province/State:

Postal/Zip Code:

Country:

Email:

Phone:

Donation Amount: $

Please make your cheque payable to:
M & SFV Memorial Foundation, Canada
(BN 86721 1187 RR0001)

and/or
M & SFV Memorial Foundation, USA (EIN 04-3279667)
Mail to:
M & SFV Memorial Foundation
105 King Street East
Kitchener, ON, Canada N2G 2K8
OR

On-line donations at www.visramfoundation.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT



